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MO (Moderate)Molothrus bonariensis

Date assessed 2021-11-29

Year published
Eicat category MO (Moderate)

Justification for EICAT
assessment The Shiny Cowbird is a generalist brood parasite and causes or has been implicated to cause

reproductive failure and a decreasing population growth rate of native bird species, leading to a decline
of population of Puerto Rican Vireos (Vireo latimeri), Yellow-shouldered Blackbirds (Agelaius xanthomus)
and Martinique Orioles (Icterus bonana). Other causes for the decline of some of those species are nest
predation by native avian predators and exotic mammals, deforestation/habitat loss and pesticide
spraying (Woodworth 1997; Woodworth 1999; Nakamura and Cruz 2000; Ortega et al. 2005; Cruz et al.
2005; Medina-Miranda et al. 2013; Baker et al. 2014; BirdLife International 2020).

Confidence rating High

Mechanism(s) of
maximum impact

Competition

Countries of most severe
impact

Puerto Rico; French Republic

Description of impact The Shiny Cowbird is a brood parasite of native bird species, causing the decline of some of those
species.

Assessor Thomas Evans; Tom Allmert

Contributors
Reviewers EICAT authority

Recommended citation Thomas Evans; Tom Allmert. (2026). Molothrus bonariensis . IUCN Environmental Impact Classification
for Alien Taxa (EICAT).
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