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EICAT profile: Cygnus atratus
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Justification for EICAT

assessment In New Zealand the Black Swan is the only large grazer of intertidal seagrass. At sites of intense grazing

(annual removal of 19-20% of the average seagrass biomass), substantial decline (43-69%) in plant
biomass in the subsequent growing season was observed (Zostera muelleri) (Dos Santos et al. 2012).
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0L el g e {1 WYl T11] s [ 4| The Black Swan feeds on native plant species, causing the decline of a native seagrass in New Zealand.
It also hybridizes with native swan species.
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