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Phalloceros caudimaculatus System: Freshwater

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Actinopterygii Cyprinodontiformes Poeciliidae

Common name zyworodka jednoplamka (Polish), pilkkukala (Finnish), Vielfleckk�rpfling
(German), speckled mosquitofish (English, Australia), spottail mosquitofish
(English, South Africa), kolstert-muskietvis (Afrikaans, South Africa), caudo
(English, New Zealand), kaudi (Danish), spotted livebearer (English)

Synonym Girardinus caudimaculatus , (Hensel, 1868)
Phalloceros caudomaculatus , (Hensel, 1868)

Similar species Gambusia affinis, Gambusia holbrooki

Summary Phalloceros caudimaculatus (caudo) are a small species of live-bearing
freshwater fish that originate from South America. A relative of the notoriously
invasive Gambusia spp., they appear to be much less aggressive towards
other fish, although they may be able to impact upon native species through
competition. Phalloceros caudimaculatus have no value, apart from as
aquarium fish.

view this species on IUCN Red List

Species Description
A small, stout fish with a slightly arched back and deep belly in front of the anal fin. The mouth is small and
upturned, and the tail is rounded. Males possess a modified anal fin called a gonopodium. This has a terminal
hook and is used for internal fertilisation of the female. Colour can be variable, but is often grey-olive with dark
coloured scale margins, which form a hatching pattern on the sides. Jet black blotches and speckles are
distributed over the sides and on the fins (McDowall, 2000).

Notes
Reportedly a non-aggressive species when compared to the closely related Gambusia spp. (Morgan et. al,
2004).

Lifecycle Stages
Short-lived, with a life-expectancy of around 1 year (McDowall, 2000).

Uses
May be kept as an aquarium fish (McDowall, 2000)

Habitat Description
Slow-flowing waterways or ponds with large weed beds, which are used for cover (DPI, 2004). Can reportedly
survive in temperatures as low as 5°C (McDowall, 2000)
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Reproduction
Reproduce by internal fertilisation and give birth to live young. Gestation is around 24 days (FishBase, 2004)
and up to 80 young per litter are produced (McDowall, 2000). Breeding occurs during summer/autumn and
litters can be spaced by only five to six weeks (McDowall, 2000).

Nutrition
Feeds on aquatic plants, algae, small insects and crustaceans (FishBase, 2004; McDowall, 2000).

General Impacts
Displacement of native freshwater fishes through competition is the main potential impact for this species
(Morgan et. al, 2004)

Management Info
Chemical: The use of poisons such as Rotenone may be an option in some locations (DPI, 2004).

Pathway
Importation for home aquaria may contribute to this species' spread.

Principal source: McDowall, R. M. 2000. The Reed field guide to New Zealand freshwater fishes. Auckland,
Reed.
FishBase, 2004. Species profile Phalloceros caudimaculatus Dusky millions fish
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