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Anolis cristatellus System: Terrestrial

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Reptilia Polychrotidae

Common name greater Antillean anole (English), common Puerto Rican anole (English), Puerto
Rican crested lizard (English), Virgin Islands crested anole (English), crested
anole (English)

Synonym Ptychonotus (Istiocercus) cristatellus , Fitzinger, 1843
Xiphosurus cristatellus , O'Shauhnessy, 1875
Anolis lindeni , Ruthven, 1912
Anolis cozumelae ,Smith, 1939
Anolis cristatellus , Dum�ril & Bibron, 1837

Similar species

Summary Anolis cristatellus or the crested anole, is native to Puerto Rico and the Virgin
Islands and is best distinguished by the high crests on the middle of the back
and on the base of the tail. It has most likely been dispersed unintentionally
over long distances to its introduced range. Its aggressiveness and high
fecundity makes A. cristatellus a strong competitor capable of displacing
native anole lizard species or forcing them to use different parts of their
natural habitat.

view this species on IUCN Red List

Species Description
Anolis cristatellus is a robust, grayish brown lizard with a snout to vent length of 70 - 76 mm in fully adult males
and 39 - 56 mm in sexually mature females with the tail averaging about 1.7 times the snout to vent length
(Fitch et al. 1989). The most distinctive trait of this species is the presence of high crests on the middle of the
back and on the base of the tail giving A. cristatellus a \"dragon-like\" appearance; some populations however
have weakly developed or absent crests (Fitch et al., 1989).

Notes
Two subspecies are recognised Anolis cristatellus cristatellus Dumeril & Bibron 1837 and Anolis cristatellus
wileyae Grant 1931 (Reptiles Database 2010).

Habitat Description
Anolis cristatellus occupies a wide range of habitat conditions and while its preferred body temperature was
found to be 29.6 C, it has shown high versatility in its thermoregulation (Fitch et al., 1989).

Reproduction
The generation time for Anolis cristatellus is approximately 12 months, with females producing eggs every 2
weeks during the rainy season, producing up to 6 viable offspring under isolated laboratory conditions (J. Eales,
pers. obs., in Eales et al., 2008). A captive laid egg was found to hatch after 61 days of incubation, however it is
thought that temperatures in nature would be higher and therefore result in a faster development time (Fitch et
al., 1989).
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Nutrition
Anolis cristatellus primarily feeds on invertebrates, but has been recorded feeding on fruit, (Lazell & Perry,
1997; in Owen & Perry, 2005), Sphaerodactylus geckos (Schwartz & Henderson, 1991; in Owen & Perry, 2005)
and juvenile conspecifics (Perry, unpublished data; in Owen & Perry, 2005). On Tortola, A. cristatellus was
observed feeding on a Hemidactylus mabouia (Owen & Perry, 2005).

General Impacts
In its introduced range, Anolis cristatellus appears to interact competitively with other lizard species, capable of
completely displacing or forcing them to use different parts of their natural habitat (Salzburg et al., 1984; Fitch
et al., 1989; Malhotra et al., 2007). A. cristatellus may also predate on hatchings and out-produce native species
due to a shorter generation time and a higher egg laying frequency (Fitch et al., 1989).

Management Info
Biological control: On Guana Island, British Virgin Islands, Anolis cristatellus is preyed upon by the pearly-eyed
thrasher, (Margarops fuscatus), a falconiform raptor (Lu, 2009). It is also preyed upon by the snake, Alsophis
portoricensis and the Indian mongoose, (see Herpestes javanicus (Lu, 2009).
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