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Archontophoenix cunninghamiana System: Terrestrial
Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family
Plantae Magnoliophyta Liliopsida Arecales Arecaceae

Common name

Synonym Jessenia amazonum , Drude
Loroma amethystina , O.F.Cook
Loroma cunninghamiana , (H.Wendl.) O.F.Cook
Ptychosperma cunninghamianum , H.Wendl.
Seaforthia elegans , Hook.
Seaforthia cunninghamii , (H.Wendl.) Hort. ex F.M.Bailey
Seaforthia nobilis ,Lhotsky

Similar species Archontophoenix alexandrae

Summary Archontophoenix cunninghamiana, commonly known as the bangalow palm,
the king palm and the piccabeen palm, is largely cultivated for its tall, graceful
appearance. It is endemic to the south east Australian coast, where it fruits
and flowers all year round, and can grow up to 30 m high. A. cunninghamiana
is extremely tolerant of shade and is able to grow in a range of soils; it has
become invasive in several countries, including Australia, Brazil and New
Zealand. It is monoecious, a prolific seeder, and can germinate fairly quickly
(1 - 3 months), all of which contribute to its invasiveness.
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Species Description

Archontophoenix cunninghamiana is a tall, graceful palm that can grow up to 30 m in its native habitat. The
trunk is undivided, of a uniform diameter (to 30 cm) and smooth and ringed . It has visible leaf scars and may
be slightly swollen at the base. The crown is leafy, with leaves up to 4.5 m long, which are bright-to-dark green
on both surfaces. Leaves are compound, deciduous, unarmed and pinnately divided, with 70 - 90 pairs of
leaflets that are up to 1 m long. Inflorescence is monoecious and occurs all year round in its native range and
Brazil. It is many branched, with flowers that are purple-lavender, with a panicle of 30 - 40 cm long. Once
emerged, inflorescence hangs 1 - 1.2 m below the crown shaft. Staminate flowers are 6 mm, pistillate flowers
are 4 mm. Flowers develop into ovoid green fruits (1.5 cm), which ripen to bright orange-red. (Cameron 2000;
Christianini 2006; Dowe 2009; PIER 2008a; WestOne undated).

Uses
Ornamental. (USDA-ARS 2008).

Habitat Description

Juvenile Archontophoenix cunninghamiana plants are susceptible to frost, but mature trees can withstand light
frosts. While able to grow in full shade, A. cunninghamiana grows better in sunlight. A. cunninghamiana prefers
moist to wet clay loams to loams at a pH5 to 7.5, but is adaptable. (PIER 2008a; WestOne undated; Williams
2008).
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Reproduction

Archontophoenix cunninghamiana is monoecious, with both male and female flowers occurring on the
inflorescence. In Brazil and in its native range it flowers and fruits all year round. A. cunninghamiana produces a
copious amount of seeds, which are distributed by gravity, birds and water currents. Seeds germinate readily
(1-3 months). (Christianini 2006; Dowe 2009; Ellis et al. 1985).

General Impacts

Archontophoenix cunninghamiana can shade out native species. It can also displace native palm species, such
as nikau (Rhopalostylis sapida) in New Zealand and may be taking advantage of the absence of the native palm
Euterpe edulis in Brazil. Its ability to grow in a range of soil conditions, and the fact that it is self-fertile and a
prolific seeder increases its invasiveness. (ARC 2008; Christianini 2006; Williams 2008).

Management Info

Archontophoenix cunninghamiana is an organism requiring research for management purposes in New Zealand
and Brazil. Physical control measures have been recommended for A. cunninghamiana control in forest
fragments in Sao Paulo, Brazil. (ARC 2008; Christianini 2006; Dislich & Pivello 2002; NRC 2009; Williams 2008).
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