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Helix aspersa System: Terrestrial

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Mollusca Gastropoda Stylommatophora Helicidae

Common name European brown snail (English), brown garden snail (English)

Synonym Cornu aspersum , Müller
Cantareus aspersus , Müller
Cryptomphalus aspersus , Müller

Similar species

Summary Helix aspersa the brown garden snail, is a herbivorous land snail that is native
to the United Kingdom and western Europe. It is also native to the countries
along the borders of the Mediterranean Sea and the Black Sea. It has been
introduced to many places worldwide as food, by snail enthusiasts and
accidentally attached to plant matter or freight. H. aspersa is a pest of
gardens, orchards and nurseries, and is considered a serious pest in California.
It is thought that H. aspersa may be a vector for Phytophthora citrophthora,
which causes cankers on the branches of clementine cultivars (Citrus
clementina).

view this species on IUCN Red List

Notes
Helix aspersa Müller is also referred to as Cantareus aspersus (Müller), Cryptomphalus aspersus (Müller) and
Cornu aspersum (Müller).

General Impacts
Asides from being a pest in gardens, orchards and nurseries through herbivory, H. aspersa can also impact
grassland species composition. For example, it was found that H. aspersa showed a preference for consuming
the native grass Bromus carinatus, which is very rare. (Motheral & Orrock 2010).
It is also thought that H. aspersa may be a vector for the disease Phytophthora citrophthora, which causes the
disease Phytophthora branch canker (PBC) in citrus in Spain. Symptoms of PBC include cankers on the branches
of clementine cultivars (Citrus clementina). (Alvarez et al. 2009).

Management Info
There are multiple management techniques used for controlling H. aspersa. These include manual control, e.g.
hand collection of individuals, creating barriers to restrict access to foliage; chemical control, e.g. carbamates,
metal chelates and metaldehyde; and biological control - the predatory snail Rumina decollata has found to be
an effective biological control agent in California. However, it has been found that molluscicides alone are not an
effective method of controlling H. aspersa. (Barker & Watts 2002; Dekle & Fasulo 2008; Flint & Wilen 2009).
For more management information, please see the Integrated Pest Management page on Helix aspersa.

Pathway
Snail hobbyists have imported this species to many parts of the world where is has subsequently become
established. (Dekle & Fasulo 2008).
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