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Icerya purchasi System: Terrestrial
Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family
Animalia Arthropoda Insecta Hemiptera Margarodidae

Common name cottony cushion scale (English)

Synonym

Similar species

Summary The cottony cushion scale insect Icerya purchasi causes the decline of
indigenous plants on the Galapagos Islands, Ecuador.
@é:
d view this species on IUCN Red List
RED
LIST
Nutrition

The cottony cushion scale insect feeds on plant sap (Charles Darwin foundation 2006b).

General Impacts

The cottony cushion scale Icerya purchasi causes the premature loss of fruits and leaves, dieback of branches
and death of some Galapagos plants and threatens valuable natural habitats particularly mangrove stands. /.

purchasi also produces large quantities of honeydew which may encourage the growth of black sooty moulds

that cover the leaves of the plant preventing photosynthesis (Charles Darwin foundation 2006b).

Management Info

The Australian ladybug Rodalia cardinalis Mulsant (Coleoptera: Coccinellidae) has been under investigation as a
potential and safe biocontrol agent for the cottony cushion scale insect in the Galapagos Islands (Hoddle 2004;
Causton et al, 2004). Preliminary results appear positive. Before the release of R. cardinalis, the mangrove
stands of the town of Puerto Ayora on Santa Cruz Island were blackened and dying from the effects of the
cottony cushion scale. These mangroves are now green and thriving (Charles Darwin foundation 2006a).
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ALIEN RANGE

[1] BERMUDA [1] ECUADOR

[1] MONTSERRAT [2] SAINT HELENA

Red List assessed species 4: CR = 4;

Camarhynchus heliobates CR Euphorbia origanoides CR

Medicago citrina CR Scalesia atractyloides CR
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