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Rubus alceifolius   System: Terrestrial

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Plantae Magnoliophyta Magnoliopsida Rosales Rosaceae

Common name

Synonym Rubus moluccanus ,auct. non L.�
Rubus roridus , auct. non Lindl.

Similar species

Summary Rubus alceifolius is a climbing shrub native to Sumatra and Java that has been
introduced in several islands of the Indian Ocean and Australia. When
conditions are favorable, R. alceifolius develops dense, impenetrable
monospecific cover up to several metres high, covering and smothering native
herbaceous and shrubby vegetation.

view this species on IUCN Red List

Habitat Description
The plant grows in sunny places, invading forest hedges, roadsides, open places in natural forests or in fallows.

Reproduction
The genetic diversity analysis of Rubus alceifolius showed that populations in areas of introduction (Reunion,
Mauritius, Mayotte, Australia) are clonal and genetically very different from those in native range, which showed
high diversity. Madagascar populations appeared intermediate. The seed production is from apomixis in
Reunion, while it is from allogamy within the native range. In Reunion, the seeds are produced from see level up
to 1100 m, while vegetative multiplication (cuttings, layerings) occurs from see level until 1600 m (Dr. Thomas
Le Bourgeois pers.comm., 17 February 2009).

Management Info
Biological: By the end of 2007, the biological control agent Cibdela janthina (Tenthredinidae, Argidae) native to
Sumatra, has been introduced and released in La Réunion Island. By the en of 2008, the agent is considered
acclimated and well established. It is spreading naturally up to 900m of elevation. Impact on Rubus thickets is
promising but still under evaluation, as well as natural regeneration of the flora according to Rubus regression
(Dr. Thomas Le Bourgeois pers.comm., 17 February 2009).
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