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Lachnellula willkommii System: Terrestrial
Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family
Fungi Ascomycota Leotiomycetes Helotiales Hyaloscyphaceae
Common name European larch canker (English)
Synonym Trichoscyphella willkommii

Dasyscypha willkommii
Similar species

Summary Lachnellula willkommii is a tree disease identified first in Europe and has since
made its way to North America. It spreads easily from branch to branch
infecting each tree (Larix decidua). Lachnellula willkommii is found in areas
that have a high moisture content, in which it thrives.
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Species Description

Lachnellula willkommii is visible by bulges on the trunk and branches. The bark of Larix decidua when infected
will become wide and cracked. On the tree, fructifications of fungus will appear at a size of a few millimetres.
They are orange and are saucer-like (Surini, 2004).

Notes
Symptoms of L. willkommii are bark necrosis, pathogenic resins, and fructification (Paques et al. 1999).

Habitat Description
Maritime climates are best suited for L. willkommii to grow because of high moisture content (Surini, 2004).

Reproduction
L. willkommii is propagated by wind and if tree braches are close together the fungus is easily spread (Surini,
2004).

General Impacts

Lachnellula willkommii is a fungus that attacks Larix decidua. The fungus does not kill the tree, although in
some cases , but it does inhibit growth (Paques et al. 1999). The potential for L. willkommii to damage in North
America is high and this has caused state and federal agencies to issue flyers to the public to warn and tell
people to be cautious when trasporting cuttings or seedlings (Campbell, 2004).

Management Info

Preventative measures: In Maine, regulated articles consist of \"logs, pulpwood, branches, twigs, plants, scions,
and other propagative materials of Larix spp. and Pseudolarix spp. except seeds.\" Regulations, such as having
a permit, have been put in place to help control the spread of L. willkommii (CDFA, 1999).

Physical: To limit the spread of L. willkommii, infected branches are cut off the tree. This is done under specific
conditions when the weather is dry and during winter. Some problems associated with the cutting of branches is
sometimes the tools used are not sanitized properly, which in turn means that spores can be found on the tool
and be easily transferred to another tree (Surini, 2004).
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